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Milo Mobile Food Pantry 

Milo 2022 Mobile Food Pantry Dates 
Milo Community Center, 4:00 PM-6:30 PM 
August 11 October 13 December 8 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 
Food Bank of Iowa or Connie Frazier at 515-491-1364. 

The Blessing House 
The Blessing House will also be open 4:00 PM to 

5:15 PM on these same dates. Diapers, soap, 
shampoo, toilet paper and other essential items 
available. No Food. The Blessing House is located at 
the Milo United Methodist Church, 300 Spruce 
Street. Please come to the elevator entrance on the 
north side of the church. 

Youth Football Camp 

The Southeast Warren Football Team will be 
hosting a youth camp for students in grades 4th-8th 
grade (Fall 2022). The camp will run from August 
2nd-August 4th from 8:00-10:00 AM at the Lacona 
football field (last day in Liberty Center.)  

A shuttle will leave from Milo at 7:30 AM. Camp 
flyers are available on the Southeast Warren FB page. 
There is also a link to the entry form on the school’s 
webpage - www.se-warren.k12.ia.us.  

Cost to register for the camp is $30. If any 
questions or other transportation needed,  
parents can email Shane Rowlands, SEW High  
School Football Coach, at  
shane.rowlands@se-warren.k12.ia.us.



 

 
MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO 
COUNCIL MEETING  
CITY HALL, MILO, IOWA – TUESDAY JULY 5, 2022  

Milo City Council was called to order by Mayor 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. Council answering the Clerk’s roll 
call: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was administered.  

Motion by Mason to approve the agenda with the 
amendment adding the pole and light sealed bids to 
item number 7f. Second by Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. 
Motion approved. Motion by Mason to approve the 
consent agenda to include all council meeting 
minutes of June 6, 2022; accounts payable from June 
7 – July 5, 2022, in the amount of $125,738.50; May 
2022 bank reconciliation report. Second by Wadle. 
Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. 
Nays: none. Motion approved.  

Mayor Hall opened the public hearing regarding 
rezoning 209 2nd Street, Milo, Iowa upon a motion 
by Kinser. Second by Wadle. Council reviewed the 
petition, the property information and the Milo 
Planning & Zoning Board opinion. Mayor Hall called 
for all oral and written comments. Houston Archer 
spoke indicating that right now he can rent both 
homes but it needs to be to one family and he 
acknowledged that each home has its own 
MidAmerican Energy meter. Mayor Hall stated that 
the City utility could be separated also. Archer said 
that he had talked with Doug Hembry regarding that 
and if needed it would be at Archer’s expense. 
Councilman Rasmussen said his only concern is the 
surrounding property owners and that the petition 
shows they do not have issues with the zoning 
change. Council discussed. Mayor Hall then closed 
the public hearing upon a motion by Wadle and a 
second by Mason. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
Then Mason motioned to approve the rezoning 
request for 209 2nd Street, Milo, Iowa from R-1 
single family residential to R-2 multi-family 
residential and directed the Clerk to make the 
necessary filings. Second by Rasmussen. Roll call vote 
was administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. 
Motion approved.  

Under old business, there was no new information 
regarding the wastewater facility update. Mayor Hall 
opened the discussion regarding the 1985 generator, 
storm recovery shelter, and storm siren stating that 
the City Council has discussed several options 
including fixing the 1985 generator at the Milo 
Community Center, possibly moving the location to 

the primary school and helping to purchase a 
generator for that location, or possibly just a backup 
for the siren only, or moving the siren to the lagoon 
area and utilizing that generator. Mayor Hall said 
that it is not a law that a community have a backup 
generator on a storm siren. Hall spoke to the director 
of Emergency Management for Warren County and 
he said each community does need a designated 
storm shelter / recovery center and said ideally a 
building with a basement with kitchen facilities 
would be best. For Warren County the designated 
facility is in New Virginia. Hall went on to share that 
she had also spoke to the Regional Director of the 
American Red Cross and he said that they try to 
have someone on site within two hours of a disaster. 
They help set up emergency services and evaluate 
what people need and coordinate as needed. In the 
conversation, the Director indicated that the Milo 
Community Center, because of its gymnasium type 
building, would be the least safe place during a 
tornado or high wind event. City Clerk shared about 
her conversation with Southeast Warren Schools and 
shared information provided by Delane Galvin, 
Superintendent of SEW, regarding the purchase of a 
generator for the school that would power the 
kitchen, freezers and lunchroom area and to provide 
an emergency recovery center and provide the 
school with a generator for power outages to protect 
the contents freezers and fridges. Galvin provided a 
generator quote of $54,150.00. Rasmussen asked if it 
made sense to spend that money when it is not 
required, noting the information Hall had provided. 
Hall said that options are available, such as weather 
radios and cell phone alert apps. Mayor Hall asked 
Uttley about the invoice from Aaron Bristoll, of 
Midwest Equipment Repair. Uttley said that he asked 
Aaron Bristoll to stop down and determine if the 
1985 generator was working. Uttley said Bristoll 
started the generator and said it works perfectly. 
Bristoll said that the generator was low on fluids and 
more than likely had a leak in the radiator and that 
it had not been maintained. Uttley shared that 
Bristoll said parts are available and that an estimate 
for fixing it would be around $3,600.00. Uttley said 
that he submitted the invoice for Bristoll’s services in 
the amount of $702.50. Fire Chief Beck said that the 
invoice shows he charged the City for 2 technicians 
for 2.5 hours of looking over the generator without 
actually fixing anything. Beck also expressed 
concerns if any heavy load testing was done on the 
generator which would truly determine if fixable. 
Uttley said that Bristoll said he load tested it. 
Hembry said it was not in the narrative of the 

2
Continued on page 3...



 

 
MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO 
COUNCIL MEETING  
CITY HALL, MILO, IOWA – TUESDAY JULY 5, 2022   
...continued from page 2 

invoice but other minor items were like waiting on 
Terry Davis to arrive was included. Beck said there is 
a pressure tester for radiators that will identify if 
there is a leak in the radiator or a cracked head. 
Discussion followed with concerns expressed over 
the invoice narrative and the estimate to repair the 
generator and what it truly entails. Hall said the two 
questions that need answered are one, does the City 
want to repair the 1985 generator? And two, does 
the City want a backup generator anywhere for 
emergency purposes? Rasmussen said if there is not 
going to be a designated storm shelter and the only 
purpose for a generator is as a backup for the storm 
siren, then get a generator for the siren only. 
Discussion followed. Uttley motioned to not 
purchase a generator at this time for an emergency 
shelter and to dispose of the 1985 generator and 
discontinue its use as a storm shelter and siren 
backup. Second by Rasmussen. Discussion followed. 
Heather Anderson asked about the required 
wastewater backup generator that could be used for 
the storm siren. Davis asked what the penalty is if 
there is not a wastewater backup generator? Hall said 
we would not be certified to use the wastewater 
facility. Anderson asked when the construction 
would be complete. Hembry said it will be 
operational in 2024. Hall called the motion and 
second for a vote. Roll call vote was administered 
with the following: Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
Then Hembry asked about the cost of removal of the 
generator from the Community Center. Discussion 
followed with options being placing it for sealed bid 
or selling it to Community Projects, Inc. 
(Community Center). Motion by Kinser to pay the 
invoice to Midwest Equipment Repair in the amount 
of $702.50. Second by Mason. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion 
approved. Motion by Wadle to make an offer to sell 
the 1985 generator to Community Projects, Inc. for 
$1.00 as is. Second by Rasmussen. Roll call vote was 
administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen and Mason. Abstain: Uttley. Nays: 
none. Motion approved. Rasmussen said he will 
obtain a bid on battery backup for the siren only and 
place on August agenda.  

Mayor Hall inquired the status of the debris along 
the proposed trail. City Clerk asked Council to view 
the photos in their council packets and noted that 
the Doug Hembry had presented the photos to 

Council at the November 15, 2021 meeting and 
asked that the debris be removed at that time. Mayor 
Hall asked the Lion’s Club when the items could be 
removed. Terry Davis said all debris will be removed. 
City Clerk presented a trail map for Council to view. 
She then shared that she and Doug Hembry met 
with Warren County Engineers David Carroll and 
Tim Hill who provided detailed location and 
construction plans for the multi-use trail and 
explained that the next steps are a required 
archaeological survey, temporary construction 
easements and permanent easements. The cost 
quotes will be presented at the next council meeting 
and are not part of the trail grant. Another piece to 
the grant requirement, but that is not funded by the 
grant, is the connecting piece between the school 
ball fields and the north trail head. Galvin has stated 
that this piece of sidewalk will need to be on the 
outside of the fenced area. Discussion followed 
regarding the school ballfield gate being changed to 
a slide gate and inquiring if the school board would 
consider paying for a portion of the sidewalk. 
Discussion continued with Councilperson Wadle 
expressing thanks to the Lion’s Club for their 
dedication with the Milo Mud Run which all 
proceeds go to the trail. Terry Davis shared that the 
amount earmarked for the trail is between $25,000 – 
$30,000. Uttley shared that some concrete pads and 
benches have been installed at the Centennial Park 
ballfield and City Park. Mayor and Clerk expressed 
concerns regarding the concrete pads in the 
construction zone of the trail. Davis said he will 
move the pads if needed. Hembry said that 
according to the grant requirements there the 
concrete bench pads need to have an ADA compliant 
turn around zone to accommodate wheel chairs. 
Discussion followed. Then, Mayor Hall opened 
sealed bids for the former poles and lights noting 
that there was only one bid submitted. Hembry 
suggested rejecting the bid and having Putney 
Auction put them online for auction. After Council 
discussion, motion by Rasmussen to accept the $250 
bid from Billy Byers with the understanding that the 
items be removed within 30 days or the bid is 
forfeited and the property will be retained by the 
City of Milo. All proceeds will be used in the parks. 
Second by Mason. Roll call vote was administered 
with the following: Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved.  

Council departmental reports: Kinser-public safety: 
no report/questions. Rasmussen-utilities: no 
report/questions. Wadle-streets: no report/questions. 
Uttley-parks: shared that the Dan Nash Memorial 
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Playground is open for everyone. He then asked 
Hembry about the ongoing tree removal in City 
Park. Hembry said that it is ongoing maintenance 
and that the trees were dead or dying. Mason-general 
items: no report/questions. Tony Beck, Fire Chief, 
reported that since April there have been 78 calls 
mostly mutual aid for Indianola and a total of 159 
calls the first 6 months. Beck said that we are tripped 
out on mutual aid for Indianola and then would be 
disregarded. Beck said the City of Milo will bill if we 
are disregarded. Beck shared that we are awaiting a 
response on the MidAmerican grant for the Lucas 
chest compression device for the ambulance. Beck 
said that the fire pumper truck was being repaired 
last week. Ice Cream Sunday is going well and the 
community enjoys it. Beck said a lot of his time is 
spent attending 911 meetings at the County level 
and concerns about dispatch being under the Sheriff 
and the PSAP (public safety answering points) for the 
dispatchers. Doug Hembry, Operations Director, said 
that tree trimming and removal is happening at City 
Park with the dead or dying trees. Also, several trees 
in the City’s right-of-way will be removed. Hembry 
said that street patching and culvert repairs are 
ongoing. Hembry suggested a thank you be extended 
to TRM Disposal for the donation of the roll off and 
extra trash cans and trash disposal for the Milo 4th 
of July Event.  

Heather Anderson, Committee Chair for Milo 
Hometown Pride (HTP), spoke regarding memorial 
donations that they have received on behalf of 
Lynnea Young. Also, HTP received a $5,000 grant 
from the Warren County Philanthropic Partnership 
and has done additional fundraising. With these 
monies we have purchased several musical 
instruments that we would like to be install near the 
southside of the east playground in the City Park as 
a memorial to Lynnea Young. The plan is to install 
an 8x11 concrete slab for the equipment to be 
installed upon and room for a bench to look over 
the area. Anderson asked if Doug Hembry could 
mark any potential issues in the area and for 
permission for the installation. Also, we had received 
$5,000 from the Warren County Philanthropic 
Partnership Grant we purchased 2 trash cans, doggie 
doo dispenser and bike pump for the north 
trailhead; and then placing the other trash can at 
Centennial Park. We would like to pour a 4x6 
concrete pad at the north trailhead where the former 

flower bed was to accommodate these items. Mason 
motioned to approve the request for concrete pad 
location in City Park and at the north trailhead for 
the installation of musical instruments and park 
items. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Abstain: Wadle. Nays: none. 
Motion approved. Mayor Hall thanked Heather 
Anderson for maintaining the north trailhead flower 
bed during the entire summer. Mayor Hall noted 
that this is the final year for the community coach 
provided by Keep Iowa Beautiful. Council then 
reviewed the following new business items with the 
following actions: Motion by Kinser to approve 
Resolution 2022-14 directing the Clerk to publish 
notice of hearing on the adoption of the Proposed 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Milo, Iowa. 
Second by Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
Then, motion by Mason to approve the alcohol in 
the park permit for the Wine Down to Milo non-
profit event. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Abstain: 
Wadle. Motion approved. Next, motion by Mason  
to approve Casey’s alcohol permit renewal. Second 
by Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley 
and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Then, 
motion by Uttley to approve Houston’s on Main 
alcohol permit renewal. Second by Kinser. Ayes: 
Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: 
none. Motion approved. After that, Mason motioned 
to approve Resolution 2022-15 authorizing the 
transfer of FY2023 operational funds. Second by 
Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and 
Mason. Nays: none.  

There were no public comments. Mayor Hall 
thanked Milo 4th of July, Inc. for a great event this 
year and acknowledged the huge amount of 
planning and effort that it takes, Council agreed.  

Employee reviews began with Mayor Hall offering 
a closed session to Doug Hembry. He declined a 
closed session. Mayor Hall stated that Hembry’s 
strengths are his knowledge of the community, city 
operations, budget and management of employees. 
Mayor Hall said that an operations manual is needed 
to be sure all this information is available for future 
use. Wadle said that she appreciates all the little 
things that Hembry does that people do not see. 
Mayor Hall said that a ride along with Doug would 
be helpful for Council to understand all he does. 
After discussion, motion by Wadle to approve a 7% 
wage increase ($1.94/hour) for Doug Hembry for 
FY2023. Second by Mason. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion 
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approved. Next, Mayor Hall offered a closed 
session to Misti Kosman. She declined a closed 
session. Mayor Hall stated that Misti is excellent with 
community and council and giving us information 
needed to make decisions. She ensures State reports 
and all other reports are submitted on-time. Misti is 
proactive in looking for grants. She works to get the 
Southeast Warren School involved with the flower 
garden and does all of these extra things because she 
cares about the Milo community. After discussion, 
motion by Wadle to approve a 7% wage increase 
($1.58/hour) for Misti Kosman for FY2023. Second 
by Rasmussen. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, 
Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
Next, Doug Hembry said it has been 2 years since 
Joel Mosher received a wage increase. Joel’s hours are 
minimal; however, he does holidays and weekends. 
After discussion, motion by Wadle to approve a 
$1.00/hour increase for Joel Mosher for FY2023. 
Second by Rasmussen. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion 
approved. Then, Doug Hembry reported that Matt 
Hansen does his job well and may be interested in 
operator certification classes. Motion by Rasmussen 
to approve a wage increase $0.75/hour for Matt 
Hansen for FY2023. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. 
Motion approved. Motion by Kinser to approve 
Resolution 2022-16 authorizing FY2023 
wages/benefits for the City of Milo. Second by 
Mason. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and 
Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved.  

Motion by Kinser to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. Second 
by Mason. Ayes: All present. Motion approved.  

— By Order of the Milo City Council 
 

 
Southeast Warren Food Pantry 

The next Food Pantry dates are:  
Wednesday, August 24 
Wednesday, September 28 
Wednesday, October 26 
Wednesday, November 16 

The pantry is open from 4:30-6:30 PM, but is 
accessible for a food emergency. Please enter the  
SEW High School Building at the far west door.

 

 
WILD, WILD WEST 
2022 Lacona Celebration  
Schedule of Events 

 

Friday, August 26, 2022  
6:00 pm Garden Tractor Pulls (park) 
6:00 pm Slow Pitch Softball (Lacona Little League 

Field) 
6:00 to 9:00 pm Concession (park)  

Saturday, August 27, 2022 
7:30-8:45 am 5K Run Registration (stage) 
7:30-9:30 am Pancake Breakfast (park) 
8:00 am Slow Pitch Softball (Lacona Little League 

Field) 
9:00 am 5K Run Race 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm Vendor Fair (community center) 
10:30 am Parade Registration and Line Up (Lacona 

School) 
11:00 am Parade 
4-WHEELERS PROHIBITED IN PARADE AND CITY OF LACONA 

11:00 am-8:00 pm Concessions (park) 
11:45 am-1:15 pm Don Van Ryswyk (stage) 
12:00 noon to 4:00 pm Log Cabin open for 

visiting/viewing 
12:00 noon to 8:00 pm Games of Chance and Bingo 

(park) 
12:30 pm Horseshoe Tournament (park) 
1:15-2:00 pm Quilts of Valor Lacona Legion (stage) 

Chet Butler, Bob Byers, Jim Frank, 
Maurie Goode, Nilus Herold, Russell 
Herold, Dennis Kennedy, Mel Konrad, 
Vince Konrad, Dustin Wahman, and 
Kenneth Webb 

2:00-3:00 pm Baton Demonstration with Audience 
Participation (stage) 

2:30 pm Tractor Pulls (E Mills Street) 
2:30-3:30 pm Lacona Fire Department 

Demonstration 
3:00-4:15 pm Kiddie Tractor Pulls (stage) 
3:30-5:00 pm Bag Tournament (front of community 

center) 
4:15-4:30 pm Announce Parade and 5K Run Winners 

(stage) 
4:30-5:15 pm Cake Walk (stage) 
5:15-6:00 pm Pie Auction (stage) 
6:00-7:00 pm Butler Family (stage) 
7:00-7:15 pm “Kiss the Goat” FFA (stage) 
7:15-8:00 pm Butler Family (stage)  
8:00 pm Raffles/Drawings (stage)
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Library News 

August will be a somewhat quiet month for the 
Milo Public Library. However, a few things that we 
need to tell you. 

We will be having a toddler/preschool program 
on Thursday, August 18th at 10:00 AM. We will be 
doing sensory tubs and sensory toys. Of course, we 
will also read stories and do some movement 
activities. Remember that your child does have to be 
accompanied by an adult to attend these programs. 
Hope to see many little faces that day.  

We will have Adult Coloring Night on Tuesday, 
August 2nd at 6:30 PM and BINGO on Monday, 
August 29th at 6:30 PM. These are standard 
monthly programs that really need no explaining. 

We have some really exciting news to share with 
you. The Milo Public Library received $5000.00 from 
a America’s Farmers Grow Communities grant by the 
Bayer Company. This grant was written by Jeff and 
Kathy Byers. It is specified to be used for STEM in 
our library. We are so excited to receive this grant 
and have many thoughts on what we intend to 
spend it on. We will keep you up to date on what we 
purchase and how we use these funds. Thank you, 
Jeff and Kathy for supporting your local library.  

I am going to give you some information for an 
adult program that we will be doing on 
Wednesday, September 28that 6:00 p.m. We will 
be doing a Wreath Workshop at City Hall on this 
date. You will have a few examples of fall and 
Halloween themed wreathes to choose from and this 
registration will be open on August 27th. You may 
sign up at the library or the information will be on 
Facebook that morning. I believe the cost will be 
$25.00. This will be a small workshop of 15 
registrations being accepted. If it goes over well, we 
will have another in the spring. Please do not ask me 
to put you on a waiting list. Mark the date on your 
calendar and get signed up. 

Hope you are all having a fun and safe summer. 
Before you know it, school will be starting again. 
Make sure you keep those kids reading ready and 
stop in and check out some books at the library.

 

 
Milo Lions News 

June 23rd we had a lovely dinner to celebrate our 
scholarship winner Ali Wadle. (Thank-you Shirley 
and Crew!) And it just so happened that our timing 
was…let us not say brilliant. Ali had her wisdom 
teeth out the day before. I told Ali she could do one 
of those fashionable royal waves, but she spoke to all 
in attendance with great grace, while suppressing a 
considerable amount of pain. Parents Dustin and 
Sarah Wadle have much of which to be proud. 

June 23rd we presented the Don Schaefer Youth 
Volunteer of the Year Award to Isabell Olsasky, 
daughter of Dustin and Sarah Olsasky. Seems we had 
a Dustin-Sarah/proud parents kind of theme going 
on. We totally blindsided Isabell, which we loved. 
While Isabell’s father is a Milo Lion, and her 
grandfather is currently Club President, neither 
played a part in her selection. What good would any 
award be if it was based on family, friendship, and/or 
business relationships? No, it was the volunteer time 
Isabell put in, that some of us knew about, which 
brought Isabell to our collective attention. And when 
we started researching her volunteer activities, we 
quickly realized that we didn’t know the half of what 
she’s done. The only list longer than Isabell’s 
volunteer activities with school, clubs, 
community…including helping with our projects, is 
the list of her academic achievements. Oh, and by 
the way, Isabell will be a sophomore at SEW this fall.   
Kind of makes us eager to see what the next three 
years bring. 

Many thanks to our July 4 patrons. We had a great 
day, and we hope you did too! Special thanks should 
go to Will Coffman (For BINGO Stand construction 
and break-down), Milo Fire & Rescue (For Mud Run 
trail preparation and monitoring), as well as the kind 
cooperation of landowners Jeff and Sharon Turner, 
Loy and Lisa Miller, and Howard Agan. Applause to 
Bruce Young for celebrating 70 a little early by 
besting the Mud Run obstacles! Well done sir!  

We will have no meeting July 28, 2022. 
Dedication of the Dan Nash Memorial 

Playground at Centennial Park in Milo is set for 
Friday evening August 12, 2022. We’re looking to 
serve hamburgers, hotdogs, baked beans, and ice 
cream after 5 PM. (Milo Lions, this event will take 
the place of our normally scheduled meeting Aug. 
11.) BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS! YOU’LL BE GLAD 
YOU DID! 

The Milo Lions Steak/Chop Fry will be held at 6 
PM August 25, 2022. 
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BIG COLLECTOR’S SALE 
MILO LEGION HALL 

Saturday, 9/24/2022 - 8 am – 4 pm  
Lots of collections, holiday decorations, 

wall decorations, household items & 
outdoor misc.



 

 
Milo Improves Parks 

In the past 7 years Centennial Park has evolved 
into an open-air recreation area for all people. The 
upper ballfields have been updated with a new 
electronic scoreboard and new dugouts for the 
players all donated by the Milo Little Warhawks 
Little League (not affiliated with the city). The City 
of Milo replaced the wooden bleacher seating with 
concrete pads and new bleacher seating thanks in 
part to $2,000 in grants from Iowa Community 
Assurance Pool (ICAP) and local option sales tax 
(LOST) monies.  

Another facet of Centennial Park is the Memorial 
Flower Garden which has been rejuvenated with lots 
of volunteerism and a partnership with the 
Southeast Warren Community School District. This 
partnership helped to form an outdoor learning 
space for students of all ages. Specifically, the 
Horticulture students and the Future Farmers of 
America who volunteer their time to care for and 
maintain the gardens. Our local 3rd grade students 
have an annual Seed-Grow-Plant party in May where 
they have a field trip to Centennial Park to plant the 
flowers they have grown in the classroom. Sue and 
Royce Thompson were instrumental in 
implementing the garden plan over the past 7 years 
and because of that master gardeners from 
surrounding communities use these gardens as a 
learning tool and for gaining continuing education 
credits. Varied plant species have been integrated 
into the garden thanks to funding from the Warren 
County Master Gardeners Mini Grant. 

The Centennial Park playground has received a 
make-over this year thanks to the Milo Lions Club, 
our Southeast Warren communities and the Dan 
Nash family! New playground equipment replaced 
“railroad tie” wooden structures that have served the 
community for over 20 years. The Milo Lion’s Club 
spearheaded the fundraising and were instrumental 
in dismantling the old equipment and installing the 
new playground. Near the new Dan Nash Memorial 
Playground are the new bathrooms that boast a 
water bottle filling station and storage for the garden 
and field maintenance. The bathrooms were 
accomplished with a $10,000 Prairie Meadows 
Community Betterment Grant and a $5000 Warren 
County Philanthropic Partnership grant written in 
2019 by Milo Hometown Pride, use of Local Option 
Sales Tax funds, donations from Little Warhawks 
Little League and community donations. 

The path from the ballfields through the garden 
has been concreted and is ADA compliant. 
Centennial Park is the beginning of the south trail 
head for the Milo Multi-Purpose Trail. The trail 

advances from the ballfields and playground past a 
shelter house with a large brick and mortar charcoal 
grill and then progresses through the garden and 
onto another picnic seating area before it empties 
into an open grassy field which is the future trail. 
The trail will connect Centennial Park to the 
Southeast Warren School Primary Building, which 
educates Pre-K through 3rd grade and houses the 
Elzora Town Daycare Facility, and then loop through 
the community eventually connecting back to 
Centennial Park. The City of Milo has received a 
$230,000 federal grant to complete the trail and 
construction should begin in 2023! 

The most current project was the upper field 
pole/lighting replacement which was recently 
completed thanks to a $30,500 grant from Prairie 
Meadows Community Betterment Grant Program! 
Because of this grant and Local Option Sales Tax 
funds, the City was able to replace the precarious 
poles and outdated field lighting on the upper 
ballfield. All of this benefits our residents and our 
local little league, adult ball clubs, regional travel  
ball teams, as well as the Milo 4th of July “concert at 
the backstop” which is held right before the 
fireworks show!  

As Milo continues to make improvements to our 
parks and outdoor spaces, please know that no 
property tax dollars are used for these updates! The 
City chooses to write grants, seek local donations 
and use local option sales tax funds for all park 
improvements! 

 

 
When Headstones Talk 
Saturday, August 27th • 5:30-8:00pm 
Sunday, August 28th • 2:00-4:30pm 

Hear Indianola Cemetery residents talk about their 
lives and demise as portrayed by live actors. Learn 
about the artistry and symbolism of ornate and 
beautifully engraved headstones and family 
monuments.  

The Indianola Cemetery is located 0.6 mile south 
of Hwy 92 on Jefferson Highway (65/69). The event 
is free, although donations are encouraged to repair 
and resurrect old and fallen gravestones. 

When Headstones Talk is sponsored by the 
Indianola Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) 
with support by the Warren County Historical 
Society & Museum, and Indianola Parks & 
Recreation. 

Our Past is Worth Remembering – Come Listen, 
Learn, and Be Amazed 
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