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MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY HALL, MILO, IOWA – TUESDAY JULY 5, 2022 

 
Milo City Council was called to order by Mayor Hall at 7:00 p.m. Council answering the 

Clerk’s roll call: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
administered. 

Motion by Mason to approve the agenda with the amendment adding the pole and light 
sealed bids to item number 7f. Second by Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley 
and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Motion by Mason to approve the consent agenda 
to include all council meeting minutes of June 6, 2022; accounts payable from June 7 – July 
5, 2022, in the amount of $125,738.50; May 2022 bank reconciliation report. Second by Wadle. 
Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 

Mayor Hall opened the public hearing regarding rezoning 209 2nd Street, Milo, Iowa upon 
a motion by Kinser. Second by Wadle. Council reviewed the petition, the property information 
and the Milo Planning & Zoning Board opinion. Mayor Hall called for all oral and written 
comments. Houston Archer spoke indicating that right now he can rent both homes but it 
needs to be to one family and he acknowledged that each home has its own MidAmerican 
Energy meter. Mayor Hall stated that the City utility could be separated also. Archer said that 
he had talked with Doug Hembry regarding that and if needed it would be at Archer’s expense. 
Councilman Rasmussen said his only concern is the surrounding property owners and that 
the petition shows they do not have issues with the zoning change. Council discussed. Mayor 
Hall then closed the public hearing upon a motion by Wadle and a second by Mason. Ayes: 
Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Then Mason 
motioned to approve the rezoning request for 209 2nd Street, Milo, Iowa from R-1 single family 
residential to R-2 multi-family residential and directed the Clerk to make the necessary filings. 
Second by Rasmussen. Roll call vote was administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved.  

Under old business, there was no new information regarding the wastewater facility 
update. Mayor Hall opened the discussion regarding the 1985 generator, storm recovery 
shelter, and storm siren stating that the City Council has discussed several options including 
fixing the 1985 generator at the Milo Community Center, possibly moving the location to the 
primary school and helping to purchase a generator for that location, or possibly just a backup 
for the siren only, or moving the siren to the lagoon area and utilizing that generator. Mayor 
Hall said that it is not a law that a community have a backup generator on a storm siren. Hall 
spoke to the director of Emergency Management for Warren County and he said each 
community does need a designated storm shelter / recovery center and said ideally a building 
with a basement with kitchen facilities would be best. For Warren County the designated 
facility is in New Virginia. Hall went on to share that she had also spoke to the Regional 
Director of the American Red Cross and he said that they try to have someone on site within 
two hours of a disaster. They help set up emergency services and evaluate what people need 
and coordinate as needed. In the conversation, the Director indicated that the Milo Community 
Center, because of its gymnasium type building, would be the least safe place during a tornado 
or high wind event. City Clerk shared about her conversation with Southeast Warren Schools 
and shared information provided by Delane Galvin, Superintendent of SEW, regarding the 
purchase of a generator for the school that would power the kitchen, freezers and lunchroom 
area and to provide an emergency recovery center and provide the school with a generator 
for power outages to protect the contents freezers and fridges. Galvin provided a generator 
quote of $54,150.00. Rasmussen asked if it made sense to spend that money when it is not 
required, noting the information Hall had provided. Hall said that options are available, such 
as weather radios and cell phone alert apps. Mayor Hall asked Uttley about the invoice from 
Aaron Bristoll, of Midwest Equipment Repair. Uttley said that he asked Aaron Bristoll to stop 
down and determine if the 1985 generator was working. Uttley said Bristoll started the 
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generator and said it works perfectly. Bristoll said that the generator was low on fluids and 
more than likely had a leak in the radiator and that it had not been maintained. Uttley shared 
that Bristoll said parts are available and that an estimate for fixing it would be around 
$3,600.00. Uttley said that he submitted the invoice for Bristoll’s services in the amount of 
$702.50. Fire Chief Beck said that the invoice shows he charged the City for 2 technicians for 
2.5 hours of looking over the generator without actually fixing anything. Beck also expressed 
concerns if any heavy load testing was done on the generator which would truly determine if 
fixable. Uttley said that Bristoll said he load tested it. Hembry said it was not in the narrative 
of the invoice but other minor items were like waiting on Terry Davis to arrive was included. 
Beck said there is a pressure tester for radiators that will identify if there is a leak in the radiator 
or a cracked head. Discussion followed with concerns expressed over the invoice narrative 
and the estimate to repair the generator and what it truly entails. Hall said the two questions 
that need answered are one, does the City want to repair the 1985 generator? And two, does 
the City want a backup generator anywhere for emergency purposes? Rasmussen said if there 
is not going to be a designated storm shelter and the only purpose for a generator is as a 
backup for the storm siren, then get a generator for the siren only. Discussion followed. Uttley 
motioned to not purchase a generator at this time for an emergency shelter and to dispose of 
the 1985 generator and discontinue its use as a storm shelter and siren backup. Second by 
Rasmussen. Discussion followed. Heather Anderson asked about the required wastewater 
backup generator that could be used for the storm siren. Davis asked what the penalty is if 
there is not a wastewater backup generator? Hall said we would not be certified to use the 
wastewater facility. Anderson asked when the construction would be complete. Hembry said 
it will be operational in 2024. Hall called the motion and second for a vote. Roll call vote was 
administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: 
none. Motion approved. Then Hembry asked about the cost of removal of the generator from 
the Community Center. Discussion followed with options being placing it for sealed bid or 
selling it to Community Projects, Inc. (Community Center). Motion by Kinser to pay the invoice 
to Midwest Equipment Repair in the amount of $702.50. Second by Mason. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Motion by Wadle to 
make an offer to sell the 1985 generator to Community Projects, Inc. for $1.00 as is. Second 
by Rasmussen. Roll call vote was administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen and Mason. Abstain: Uttley. Nays: none. Motion approved. Rasmussen said he 
will obtain a bid on battery backup for the siren only and place on August agenda. 

Mayor Hall inquired the status of the debris along the proposed trail. City Clerk asked 
Council to view the photos in their council packets and noted that the Doug Hembry had 
presented the photos to Council at the November 15, 2021 meeting and asked that the debris 
be removed at that time. Mayor Hall asked the Lion’s Club when the items could be removed. 
Terry Davis said all debris will be removed. City Clerk presented a trail map for Council to 
view. She then shared that she and Doug Hembry met with Warren County Engineers David 
Carroll and Tim Hill who provided detailed location and construction plans for the multi-use 
trail and explained that the next steps are a required archaeological survey, temporary 
construction easements and permanent easements. The cost quotes will be presented at the 
next council meeting and are not part of the trail grant. Another piece to the grant requirement, 
but that is not funded by the grant, is the connecting piece between the school ball fields and 
the north trail head. Galvin has stated that this piece of sidewalk will need to be on the outside 
of the fenced area. Discussion followed regarding the school ballfield gate being changed to 
a slide gate and inquiring if the school board would consider paying for a portion of the 
sidewalk. Discussion continued with Councilperson Wadle expressing thanks to the Lion’s 
Club for their dedication with the Milo Mud Run which all proceeds go to the trail. Terry Davis 
shared that the amount earmarked for the trail is between $25,000 – $30,000. Uttley shared 
that some concrete pads and benches have been installed at the Centennial Park ballfield and 
City Park. Mayor and Clerk expressed concerns regarding the concrete pads in the 
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construction zone of the trail. Davis said he will move the pads if needed. Hembry said that 
according to the grant requirements there the concrete bench pads need to have an ADA 
compliant turn around zone to accommodate wheel chairs. Discussion followed. Then, Mayor 
Hall opened sealed bids for the former poles and lights noting that there was only one bid 
submitted. Hembry suggested rejecting the bid and having Putney Auction put them online for 
auction. After Council discussion, motion by Rasmussen to accept the $250 bid from Billy 
Byers with the understanding that the items be removed within 30 days or the bid is forfeited 
and the property will be retained by the City of Milo. All proceeds will be used in the parks. 
Second by Mason. Roll call vote was administered with the following: Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 

Council departmental reports: Kinser-public safety: no report/questions. Rasmussen-
utilities: no report/questions. Wadle-streets: no report/questions. Uttley-parks: shared that the 
Dan Nash Memorial Playground is open for everyone. He then asked Hembry about the 
ongoing tree removal in City Park. Hembry said that it is ongoing maintenance and that the 
trees were dead or dying. Mason-general items: no report/questions. Tony Beck, Fire Chief, 
reported that since April there have been 78 calls mostly mutual aid for Indianola and a total 
of 159 calls the first 6 months. Beck said that we are tripped out on mutual aid for Indianola 
and then would be disregarded. Beck said the City of Milo will bill if we are disregarded. Beck 
shared that we are awaiting a response on the MidAmerican grant for the Lucas chest 
compression device for the ambulance. Beck said that the fire pumper truck was being 
repaired last week. Ice Cream Sunday is going well and the community enjoys it. Beck said a 
lot of his time is spent attending 911 meetings at the County level and concerns about dispatch 
being under the Sheriff and the PSAP (public safety answering points) for the dispatchers. 
Doug Hembry, Operations Director, said that tree trimming and removal is happening at City 
Park with the dead or dying trees. Also, several trees in the City’s right-of-way will be removed. 
Hembry said that street patching and culvert repairs are ongoing. Hembry suggested a thank 
you be extended to TRM Disposal for the donation of the roll off and extra trash cans and trash 
disposal for the Milo 4th of July Event. 

Heather Anderson, Committee Chair for Milo Hometown Pride (HTP), spoke regarding 
memorial donations that they have received on behalf of Lynnea Young. Also, HTP received 
a $5,000 grant from the Warren County Philanthropic Partnership and has done additional 
fundraising. With these monies we have purchased several musical instruments that we would 
like to be install near the southside of the east playground in the City Park as a memorial to 
Lynnea Young. The plan is to install an 8x11 concrete slab for the equipment to be installed 
upon and room for a bench to look over the area. Anderson asked if Doug Hembry could mark 
any potential issues in the area and for permission for the installation. Also, we had received 
$5,000 from the Warren County Philanthropic Partnership Grant we purchased 2 trash cans, 
doggie doo dispenser and bike pump for the north trailhead; and then placing the other trash 
can at Centennial Park. We would like to pour a 4x6 concrete pad at the north trailhead where 
the former flower bed was to accommodate these items. Mason motioned to approve the 
request for concrete pad location in City Park and at the north trailhead for the installation of 
musical instruments and park items. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Rasmussen, Uttley and 
Mason. Abstain: Wadle. Nays: none. Motion approved. Mayor Hall thanked Heather Anderson 
for maintaining the north trailhead flower bed during the entire summer. Mayor Hall noted that 
this is the final year for the community coach provided by Keep Iowa Beautiful. Council then 
reviewed the following new business items with the following actions: Motion by Kinser to 
approve Resolution 2022-14 directing the Clerk to publish notice of hearing on the adoption 
of the Proposed Code of Ordinances of the City of Milo, Iowa. Second by Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Then, motion by Mason 
to approve the alcohol in the park permit for the Wine Down to Milo non-profit event. Second 
by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Abstain: Wadle. Motion 
approved. Next, motion by Mason to approve Casey’s alcohol permit renewal. Second by 
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Wadle. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
Then, motion by Uttley to approve Houston’s on Main alcohol permit renewal. Second by 
Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 
After that, Mason motioned to approve Resolution 2022-15 authorizing the transfer of FY2023 
operational funds. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. 
Nays: none.  

There were no public comments. Mayor Hall thanked Milo 4th of July, Inc. for a great 
event this year and acknowledged the huge amount of planning and effort that it takes, Council 
agreed.  

Employee reviews began with Mayor Hall offering a closed session to Doug Hembry. 
He declined a closed session. Mayor Hall stated that Hembry’s strengths are his knowledge 
of the community, city operations, budget and management of employees. Mayor Hall said 
that an operations manual is needed to be sure all this information is available for future use. 
Wadle said that she appreciates all the little things that Hembry does that people do not see. 
Mayor Hall said that a ride along with Doug would be helpful for Council to understand all he 
does. After discussion, motion by Wadle to approve a 7% wage increase ($1.94/hour) for Doug 
Hembry for FY2023. Second by Mason. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. 
Nays: none. Motion approved. Next, Mayor Hall offered a closed session to Misti Kosman. 
She declined a closed session. Mayor Hall stated that Misti is excellent with community and 
council and giving us information needed to make decisions. She ensures State reports and 
all other reports are submitted on-time. Misti is proactive in looking for grants. She works to 
get the Southeast Warren School involved with the flower garden and does all of these extra 
things because she cares about the Milo community. After discussion, motion by Wadle to 
approve a 7% wage increase ($1.58/hour) for Misti Kosman for FY2023. Second by 
Rasmussen. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion 
approved. Next, Doug Hembry said it has been 2 years since Joel Mosher received a wage 
increase. Joel’s hours are minimal; however, he does holidays and weekends. After 
discussion, motion by Wadle to approve a $1.00/hour increase for Joel Mosher for FY2023. 
Second by Rasmussen. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. 
Motion approved. Then, Doug Hembry reported that Matt Hansen does his job well and may 
be interested in operator certification classes. Motion by Rasmussen to approve a wage 
increase $0.75/hour for Matt Hansen for FY2023. Second by Kinser. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. Motion by Kinser to approve 
Resolution 2022-16 authorizing FY2023 wages/benefits for the City of Milo. Second by Mason. 
Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Rasmussen, Uttley and Mason. Nays: none. Motion approved. 

Motion by Kinser to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. Second by Mason. Ayes: All present. Motion 
approved. 
 
By Order of the Milo City Council 
 


