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Country Christmas Committee 

Each year, hundreds of visitors, vendors, local non-
profits, and volunteers come out to make Milo’s Small 
Town Country Christmas a great start to the holiday 
season. The event has been held on the first Saturday 
of December for more than 30 years and needs more volunteers to ensure it continues for years to come. 

We have a variety of volunteer opportunities the day of the event, the weeks leading up to the event, and tear 
down after the event. This is a great opportunity for individuals to use their artistic abilities, gain knowledge and 
skills, strengthen social ties, and be a part of a great holiday event that benefits local churches, nonprofits, 
vendors, and businesses. 

For more information on how to volunteer, please email us at MSTCC@outlook.com or plan to attend the 
upcoming meeting Monday, March 18th at 6:30 PM at the Milo Public Library.



 

 
MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO 
COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY HALL, 100 MAIN ST, MILO, IOWA –  
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2024 

Milo City Council was called to order by Mayor 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. City Council answering the Clerk’s 
roll call: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Rasmussen was absent. 

Motion by Wadle and second by Mason to approve 
agenda. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 

Motion by Kinser and second by Mason to approve 
the consent agenda to include all Council meeting 
minutes of January 2, 2024; and accounts payable 
from January 3 - 15, 2024 in the amount of 
$7,327.08; December 2023 bank reconciliation 
report; and December 2023 Warren County Sheriff’s 
Report. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: 
none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 

Council reviewed all old business items resulting in 
the following actions: Mayor Hall noted that the 
next Wastewater Project progress meeting is 
scheduled for January 29, 2024 and invited council 
to join. Motion by Kinser and second by Wadle to 
approve Trail change order 1 – delete item 0200 
construction survey. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and 
Mason. Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion 
approved. Mayor Hall tabled the North LED sign bids 
due to not having an updated bid. 

Council departmental reports: Kinser-public safety: 
no report/questions. Rasmussen-utilities: absent - no 
report/questions. Wadle-streets: Wadle thanked city 
staff for doing a great job with clearing the streets 
after the blizzard. Council agreed. Griggs-parks: 
Inquired who was along the trail placing stakes. 
Mayor and Clerk thought it was a subcontractor of 
Elder Corporation staking the elevation in 
preparation for trail construction. Clerk will contact 
McClure Engineering for a definite answer. Mason-
general – no report/questions. Doug Hembry, 
Operations Director – absent. 

Council reviewed all new business resulting in the 
following actions: Motion by Kinser second by 
Griggs to approve a parcel split request located 
outside the Milo city limits near 17270 Hwy G58, 
Milo, Iowa. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 
Council then reviewed the budget estimation and 
Clerk explained the different line items and where 
the revenue for each expense comes from.  
Discussion followed. Mayor Hall shared the  
district map and information for the newly  
approved 5 person Warren County Board of 

Supervisors that will be elected in November 2024. 
There were no public comments. Mayor Hall 

invited Council to the Warren County Resource 
Enhancement A Program (REAP) meeting to be held 
January 16, 2024 in Milo City Hall at 8:00 a.m. 

Motion by Wadle and second by Mason to adjourn 
at 7:28 p.m. Ayes: All present. Motion approved. 

— By Order of the Milo City Council 
 

 
REGISTER YOUR DOG 
Milo Ordinance Chapters 55 & 56 

Milo City Ordinances Chapter 55 and Chapter 56 
pertain to pet owners and their responsibilities while 
keeping dogs within the city limits of Milo.  

There have been multiple complaints of dogs 
running loose within the city limits. This is 
dangerous for the dogs and for Milo citizens who are 
walking within the community. Another issue has 
been excessive barking at all hours of the day and 
night. Not only are both of these issues disrespectful, 
but they are also unlawful. City of Milo Ordinance 
Chapter 55 explains the responsibilities of pet 
owners within the city limits of Milo.  

Do you own a dog that is of the Bull Terrier breed, 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier breed, American Pit Bull 
breed, American Staffordshire Terrier breed, a dog of 
mixed breed including the aforementioned types, or 
any dog with the appearance and characteristics of 
being predominately of the aforementioned breeds?  

If you answered YES, you are required by law to 
register your pet with the City of Milo and provide 
veterinarian certified proof of breed and proof of 
liability insurance. You must also adhere to the 
housing and restraint requirements of this type of 
dog within the City of Milo. Milo Ordinance 
Chapter 56 outlines the owner’s responsibilities 
when choosing a pet of this breed. 

If you are a pet owner, please familiarize yourself 
with both of these ordinances online at 
cityofmilo.com under the government tab or stop by 
City Hall for a copy.  

 

 
Legion Post 263 Biscuits & Gravy 

Biscuits and Gravy will be served Sunday, March 
3rd from 7:00 to 11:00 a.m. For only $7.00, you can 
get a great hot breakfast. If you have never attended 
a biscuits and gravy breakfast, you don’t know what 
you are missing!
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MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO 
COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY HALL, 100 MAIN ST, MILO, IOWA –  
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2024 

Milo City Council was called to order by Mayor 
Hall at 7:01 p.m. City Council answering the Clerk’s 
roll call: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Rasmussen was absent. Mayor Hall administered the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by Mason and second by Kinser to approve 
agenda. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 

Motion by Mason and second by Wadle to approve 
the consent agenda to include all Council meeting 
minutes of January 15, 2024; and accounts payable 
from January 16 – February 5, 2024 in the amount of 
$159,393.26; and the January 2024 bank 
reconciliation report. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and 
Mason. Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion 
approved. 

Council reviewed all old business items resulting in 
the following actions: Motion by Kinser and second 
by Griggs to approve Payment 9 in the amount of 
$93,448.25 to Blue Ribbon Builders. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. Absent: 
Rasmussen. Motion approved. Then, motion by 
Wadle and second by Mason to approve the contract 
payment to Hall Engineering in the amount of 
$2,315.75. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Uttley and Mason. 
Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Mayor and Council 
acknowledged and thanked the Milo Lion’s Club for 
their donation of $30,000 to be used in the 
construction of the Milo Trail and noted that Milo 
Lion’s Club has previously donated $12,497 towards 
the Milo Trail. Mayor Hall tabled the North LED sign 
bids due to exploring fundraising opportunities. 

Council departmental reports: Kinser-public safety: 
no report/questions. Rasmussen-utilities: absent - no 
report/questions. Wadle-streets: no report/questions. 
Griggs-parks: Inquired if the shelter posts should be 
replaced temporarily due to safety issues. Hembry felt 
the posts would suffice until the project can be 
started. Mayor Hall shared that she intends to write a 
Warren County Philanthropic Legacy Grant for the 
City Park phased project. Mason-general – no 
report/questions. Doug Hembry, Operations Director 
– shared information about upcoming street repair 
projects, parks projects and basic winter 
maintenance. Mayor thanked Doug and his crew for 
getting the streets cleared after the last big snow 
storms. Wadle agreed. Griggs asked when the changes 
to the yield stop signs would occur. Clerk said that 
the ordinance needs to be approved first and it will 
be part of other upcoming ordinance changes. 

Library Director, Renee Hembry, presented to 
Mayor and Council the happenings at the Milo 
Public Library. Hembry noted that the building  
fund is nearing $200,000 and circulation of books  
is holding steady. Technology updates will be 
increasing concerning cyber security. Children’s 
programming continues to be well attended and  
the selection of STEAM, maker’s space and other 
sensory items has expanded. There is a K-6th grade 
after school reading/story time and a 
toddler/preschool time which is a lot of fun. 
Upcoming will be a school age game night. Adult 
programming has expanded and will include a  
new program called Coffee, Confections and 
Connections. Adult board game night has  
become a monthly fixture at the Library along  
with Adult coloring night and Bingo for all ages. 
Some upcoming adult programs will include  
Floral Arranging, Succession Gardening; Byers’  
Dairy Farm Fresh Milk; and Historian Kathy Wilson 
just to name a few! The Summer Reading Program: 
Read, Renew, Repeat will have a presentation by 
Keisha Thompson. Also available is the Adventure 
Pass which is funded through Warren County. It 
provides free tickets (2 adult and 2 children) to the 
Blank Park Zoo, Botanical Center, Science Center and 
the Des Moines Children’s Museum. 

Council reviewed all new business resulting in the 
following actions: Motion by Wadle second by 
Mason to approve the FY2025 Milo Library Budget. 
Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. 
Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. Next, motion 
by Kinser second by Griggs to approve March 30, 
2024 for the Annual Milo Egg Hunt. Renee Hembry 
will coordinate the event with Peoples Bank. Ayes: 
Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. 
Absent: Rasmussen. 

Motion approved. Then, motion by Mason and 
second by Wadle to approve Resolution 2024-01 
approving moving funds from matured certificates of 
deposit and purchasing new certificates of deposit at 
Community 1st Credit Union. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, 
Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. 
Motion approved. Afterward, motion by Griggs and 
second by Kinser to amend the trash/recycle contract 
upon the request of TRM Disposal, LLC and direct 
the City Clerk to adjust the ordinance. Ayes: Kinser, 
Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. Absent: 
Rasmussen. Motion approved. Next, motion by 
Wadle and second by Mason to approve a city 
upcharge increase of $0.50 per household for the  
annual city cleanup. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and  
Mason. Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion 
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MINUTES of the CITY OF MILO 
COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY HALL, 100 MAIN ST, MILO, IOWA –  
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2024 
...continued from page 3 

approved. Then, motion by Wadle second by Mason 
to approve changes to Milo Code Chapter 69 Parking 
Regulations and direct the City Clerk to adjust the 
ordinance. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. 
Nays: none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 
Then, motion by Kinser second by Mason to approve 
Doug Hembry as 2023 Volunteer of the Year and 
directed the City Clerk to order the award and name 
plate. Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: 
none. Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. 
Afterward, motion by Griggs second by Kinser to 
approve the FY2025 IMPACT $600 funding request. 
Ayes: Kinser, Wadle, Griggs and Mason. Nays: none. 
Absent: Rasmussen. Motion approved. Next, motion 
by Wadle and second by Mason to approve the 
FY20205 budget levy and submit the Warren County 
Auditor for public hearing on April 1, 2024. Council 
reviewed the health and safety handout “How to 
Reduce your Heart Disease Risk.” 

There were no public comments. Mayor Hall 
shared information about the March 6, 2024 Local 
Leader’s Day at the Capitol that Council can attend. 
Clerk shared that she has written a $5,000 grant to 
be used to defray costs of the Trail’s north 
connecting concrete. 

Motion by Wadle and second by Kinser to adjourn 
at 8:42 p.m. Ayes: All present. Motion approved. 

— By Order of the Milo City Council 
 

 
RANDY UTTLEY RECOGNIZED  

The City of Milo 
recognizes Randy Uttley  
for his service to our city 
government. Randy has 
been involved in Milo’s 
City Council since 2002 
when he served his first 4-
year term. Randy is a 
member of the Milo Lion’s 
Club and helped spearhead 
the Walking/Biking Trail in 2011 and the Milo Fun 
Mud Run. Somehow, Randy still found time to serve 
two more terms on the Milo City Council from 
2016-2023. Thank you Randy Uttley for your public 
service to the City of Milo!

 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
City of Milo Board Vacancy 

Ever wonder what serving on a City of Milo 
government board would be like? Now is your 
chance to find out. There is one vacancy on the  
Milo Board of Adjustments. This board of the city 
meets only as needed and oversees the variance  
laws for the City of Milo. This a voluntary position 
available to Milo city residents only. You receive  
no pay; however, the joy of public service is 
priceless!  For more information, contact City Hall  
at 641-942-6241. 

 

 
BURNING PROHIBITED  
Milo Ordinance 105 & 135 

City of Milo Ordinance 135.08 BURNING 
PROHIBITED. “No person shall burn any trash, 
leaves, rubbish or other combustible 
material….”. City of Milo Ordinance 105.05 OPEN 
BURNING RESTRICTED. “No person shall allow, 
cause or permit open burning of combustible 
materials…”. The complete ordinance is available at 
www.cityofmilo.com/government.  

The Milo City Dump, located at the south edge of 
Milo, is open for citizens to use. Note that the only 
items allowed in the City Dump are concrete, dirt 
and yard vegetation (including trees) – please be sure 
to follow the posted guidelines! Absolutely no 
treated lumber, building materials, or trash!  

 

 
Newsletter Submissions 

Please contact Patty Harrington, 641-942-6232, or 
Misti Kosman at the Milo City Hall, 641-942-6241, to 
submit items for the newsletter. Items can also be 
emailed to city hall or directly to Patty at 
milonews@iowatelecom.net. Submissions to the Milo 
Newsletter are due by the 20th of the preceding month.  

Submissions should be limited to recognition events, 
community events, announcements, new business or 
business anniversary information. The City of Milo 
reserves the right to edit articles submitted for the Milo 
Newsletter. All submissions must be approved by the 
city of Milo before publishing. No political 
submissions of any kind are accepted.  

Questions regarding new advertising should be 
directed to Misti Kosman at the Milo City Hall. 
Contact City Hall at 641-942-6241 with questions. 
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JUNK VEHICLES PROHIBITED 
Milo Ordinance Chapter 51 

This article is a reminder to Milo citizens that there 
is a law prohibiting junk and junk vehicles. 
Ordinance § 51 Junk and Junk Vehicles states that it 
is unlawful for any person to store, accumulate, or 
allow to remain on any private property within the 
corporate limits of the City any junk or junk vehicle. 
Please note that “junk vehicle” means any vehicle 
legally placed in storage with the County Treasurer 
or unlicensed and which has any of the following 
characteristics: broken glass, broken or loose parts, 
habitat for nuisance animals or insects, flammable 
fuel, inoperable, defective or obsolete condition. 
Licensing of such vehicle shall not constitute a 
defense. A “vehicle” is every device that a person or 
property can be transported in without use of 
human power such as: automobile, motorcycle, 
tractor, buggy, farm machinery, etc. The complete 
ordinance is available for review online at 
www.cityofmilo.com/government. 

 

 
SIDEWALK AND TREE MAINTENANCE 
Milo Ordinance 135,136 & 151 

The City of Milo is providing an ordinance 
reminder to citizens that it is the property owner’s 
responsibility to maintain trees, shrubs and 
sidewalks.  

Trees which hang over sidewalks need to be 
trimmed to a height of 8 feet; if the tree hangs over 
the street it needs to be trimmed to a height of 15 
feet above the surface of the street.  

Property owners are responsible for sidewalk 
installation for new homes; and for all sidewalk 
maintenance including repairs and ensuring the 
sidewalk is clear of debris and vegetation. The 
complete Milo City Ordinance Chapters 135, 136 
and 151 are available at City Hall or online at 
cityofmilo.com/government.  

After putting your effort into trimming branches, 
raking grass/leaves and fixing sidewalks; please 
remember the Milo City Dump, located south of 
Milo, is open for citizens to use.  Note that the only 
items allowed in the City Dump are concrete, dirt 
and yard vegetation (including trees) – please be sure 
to follow the posted guidelines!  Absolutely no 
treated lumber, building materials, or trash!   

 

 
Hometown Pride 

Since last March we have been working together  
to raise the funds for the electronic reader board.  
The sign going up is going to cost more than the 
current one by the school because this one is  
going to be digitally enhanced with animated  
images that will allow for more information to  
be advertised. To cut on some of the cost we are 
using the existing pole from the previous sign.  
Still, for a 3'x7' full colored sign displaying images  
in both sides it’s approximately $30k. Our  
committee has currently raised almost $18k from 
donations, grants, and fundraisers.  

We have had some amazing support through 
donations from some local businesses and 
organizations already and wanted to acknowledge 
them! They are: Milo Locker, Southeast Warren FFA, 
Rocketman, Steve Bonnett, Milo 4th of July, 
Southeast Warren Schools, SEW Little League, 
Warren County Tire, Houston’s on Main, SEW 
Partners in Education (P.I.E.), Peoples Bank, 
Promotions Plus, Community Projects, Diane 
Johnston, and The Goode Place. We applied for and 
received two grants; Warren County Philanthropic, 
and also Warren County Master Gardeners. 

Donors can advertise or display a message on the 
reader board once a month at no charge! All donors 
are currently able to advertise on our existing sign.  
For non-donors, messages related to birthdays, 
anniversaries or other celebratory messages are $10 
for 1 day.  Local businesses can advertise for 3 days 
for $10.  Nonprofit organizations can have their 
message displayed at no charge.  It is estimated that 
2,000 people view the messages daily.   

We feel the sign is going to be a benefit to the 
community by not only displaying information for 
our residents but will greatly aid in slowing down 
traffic to a safe speed. 

We appreciate all the support our community has 
shown us so far! THANK YOU SO MUCH!   If you 
would like to be a donor, contact City Hall.  All 
donations toward the sign are tax deductible. 

 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Milo’s Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt will be held 
Saturday, March 30 at 
10:00am At Milo City Park 
for ages 1-12. 
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Library News 

Welcome to March!  arch at the Milo Public Library 
is going to be busy. Here is our programming 
schedule for this month. 
• Coffee, Confections, Connections & Books – 

Monday, March 4th at 9:30 AM. 
• Adult Coloring Night – Tuesday, March 5th at  

6:30 PM. 
• K-6th After School Program “I Survived the Sinking 

of the Titanic” - Thursday, March 7th at 4:00 PM. 
• Kids After School BINGO – Thursday, March 14th 

at 4:00 PM. 
• Floral With Jackson – Thursday, March 21st 6:30 

PM (Registration only.  Registration opens on 
March 2nd at 9:00 a.m.) 

• Family BINGO- Monday, March 25th at 6:30 PM. 
• Adult Board Game Night – Wednesday, March 27th 

at 6:30 PM. 
• Preschool/Toddler Time – Thursday, March 28th at 

3:30 PM. 
Our Annual Adopt-A-Book Fundraiser will start 

on Monday, March 11th. How this works: You may 
choose from one of our huge selection of books that 
we have purchased and you can pay for it and adopt 
it for the library. We will put a name plate in the 
book you have selected. Kids love to see their name 
in a book at the library. It gives them a sense of 
ownership in their community. This is also a great 
way to remember a friend or loved one or just adopt 
a book because you love and support your library. 

 

 

City-Wide  
Spring Cleanup Day 

City Wide Spring Cleanup will 
be April 26 & 27. 
 

 
Milo Utility Auto Pay 
Always a Free Service 

As the new year begins, make the change to auto 
pay and make your life easier by taking advantage of 
this FREE SERVICE from the City of Milo. Never 
write another check for your city utility bill and 
ensure it is always paid on time…no late fees! The 
City of Milo offers automated payment of your city 
utility bill from your checking account. Over 130 
Milo homes participate in the utility auto pay 
service. Joining is easy and FREE!  Please stop by City 
Hall or call 641-942-6241 for more information.

 

 

 
Milo Mobile Food Pantry 

2024 Milo Food Pantry Dates at Milo Community 
Center from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. It is open on 
April 11 June 13 Aug 8 
Oct 10 Dec 12 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
the Food Bank of Iowa OR Connie Frazier at 515-
491-1364. Please bring reusable bags or boxes if you 
have them. The mobile pantry is delivered on these 
dates and is available from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. 

 

 
The Blessing House Necessity Pantry 

The Blessing House will be open from 4:00 – 
5:15 pm the 2nd Thursday of the month, weather 
permitting. Since the Milo Mobile Food Pantry is 
open the 2nd Tuesday every other month the 
necessity pantry it is also open on the dates of the 
Milo Mobile Food Pantry. Diapers, soap, shampoo, 
toilet paper and other essential items available there. 
There is NO FOOD. The Blessing House is located at 
the Milo United Methodist Church, 300 Spruce 
Street, Milo. Please come to the elevator on the 
north side of the Church. 
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EMERGENCY WEATHER ALERTS 
Sign up for this FREE service 

Warren County Emergency Management and Alert 
Iowa have created the Warren County Public 
Notification System. Warren County residents are 
encouraged to sign up for emergency alerts regarding 
inclement weather. Emergency messages can be 
issued via landline, or wireless phone, text 
messaging, email, TDD/TTY, and social media.  

To sign up for alerts visit the webpage: 
https://www.warrencountyia.org/emergencymana
gement and click on the Alert Iowa - Public 
Notification System link at the top left of the page. If 
you need help signing up for this service, stop by 
City Hall. 

 

 
Contact Information City of Milo 

If you have a question regarding the city of Milo, 
please contact city hall at the number listed below. 
City Clerk: Misti Kosman; City Hall: 641-942-6241  
or cityclerk@cityofmilo.com 

 

 

 
Southeast Warren Food Pantry 

The next Food Pantry dates are:  
Wednesday, March 27 
Wednesday, April 24 
 

The pantry is open from 4:30-6:30 PM, but is 
accessible for a food emergency. Please contact 
Dianne Chambers, dianne.chambers@se-
warren.k12.ia.us or Patty Harrington at 641-466-3510 
or patty.harrington@se-warren.k12.ia.us with 
questions or message our Facebook page. 

Please enter via the far west front door of the high 
school in Liberty Center. Please check in with our 
volunteer outside. Due to space limitations, we are 
only allowing about seven people in at a time. There 
is no waiting after 5:30 PM. A small amount of 
paperwork is required for first time visits and once a 
year. Regular visits require that you live in the 
Southeast Warren School District and that you sign in. 

The Southeast Warren Food Pantry is in need of 
donations. We appreciate both food, personal care 
and monetary donations. We have seen our numbers 
continue to increase. Cash or check donations 
should be directed to the Southeast Warren Food 
Pantry. They may be dropped off at any school 
building or mailed to Southeast Warren Schools, 
16331 Tyler Street, Liberty Center, IA 50145. 

 
NO PARKING ON CITY STREETS 
DURING SNOW EMERGENCIES 
Milo Ordinance 69.11 

When the National Weather Service predicts that 
two or more inches of snow or ice will fall or has 
fallen within the Milo area, street parking is not 
allowed. The parking ban shall be in effect for a 
period of 24 hours after the snow ceases and the 
blowing stops or when the snow has been cleared 
from the city streets. Any car found in violation of 
this ordinance will be towed at the owner’s expense.   

City of Milo Ordinance 69.11 is available online  
at cityofmilo.com or by contacting City Hall at  
641-942-6241
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Biscuits and Gravy 
Biscuits and Gravy will be served 
March 3rd from 7:00 a.m. till 
11:00 a.m. For only $7.00, you 
can get a great hot breakfast. If 
you have never attended a biscuits and gravy 
breakfast, you don’t know what you are missing!
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